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October,	17th 2016	
FIRST	SECTION	– The	shape	of	urban	transformations

9,15	– 12,15	
Marco	Facchinetti’	second	lecture

12,15	– 17,15	Workshop

17,30	– 20,30	– Seminar	
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FIRST	SECTION	– THE	SHAPE	OF	URBAN	TRANSFORMATIONS	
Urban	regions	and	cities.	How	urban	transformations	
are	re	shaping	size,	form,	geography	and	scales	
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Different	waves	of	urban	transformations

The	economic	crisis	of	the	70’s	resulted	in	entire	industrial	cities	and	especially	
some	vast	areas	reserved	for	industrial	activities	falling	into	decline
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In	recent	years,	these	brownfields	sites	have	become	laboratories	for	the	
implementation	of	policies	of	renewal	and	regeneration

Many	western	world	cities	implemented	strategies	for	regeneration.	
Sometimes,	a	new	model	of	governance	appeared	based	on	the	
encouragement	of	public	– private	partnerships	within	a	neoliberal	context.	
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Urban	Development	Corporations	were	created	in	many	cities	in	Great	Britain	
including	London’s	Docklands

In	Paris,	the	construction	of	George	Pompidou’s	Center	(in	the	1970’s)	was	one	
of	the	first	“Grands Projects”	for	the	renewal	of	the	metropolis.	
Areas	in	decline	at	the	center	of	the	Parisian	metropolis	were	particularly	
suited	to	a	renewal	process	because	of	the	high	economic	and	symbolic	value	
of	their	locations	and	became	sites	for	the	construction	of	the	great	projects	of	
the	Presidents,	such	as	the	“Grand	Traveaux”	promoted	by	Francois	Mitterand
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Other	older	industrial	cities	in	the	European	core,	especially	port	cities	such	as	
Hamburg,	Rotterdam	or	Bilbao,	have	been	transformed	by	new	strategies	of	
regeneration.	

Bilbao.	The	delivery	of	a	physical	transformation	through	a	flagship	icon	
museum	has	become	the	paradigm	for	project	– led	urban	regeneration.	
The	“Guggenheim	effect	model”
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Mega events also helped the first wave of changes in many cities. The role of
mega events in transforming lands and the entire city has been debated since
Barcelona with the Olympics and Hannover and the Expo
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First	group	of	big	projects	are	characterized	by	their	physical	shape	becoming	a	
tool	for	“hard	– branding”	cities.	

These	flagship	projects	are	edifices,	groups	of	buildings	or	urban	sectors	to	
which	the	decision	– making	agents	have	attributed,	a	priori,	the	key	role	of	
catalyzing		and	symbolizing	an	urban	regeneration	or	development	process	in	a	
city.	

Different	approaches	have	been	used	to	analyze	this	phenomenon	from	urban	
studies.	New	forms	of	governance	and	cases	of	political	controversy;	the	
striking	design	realized	by	“star	architects”;	urban	marketing	and	the	image	
transformation	of	the	city;	analsys of	new	nodes	of	tourist	flow;	and	the	social	
transformation	of	the	neighborhoods.	

In	all	these	cases,	a	lack	of	holistic	assessment	of	the	territorial	impact	has	
been	indicated	for	all	these	cases.	
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Second waves of transformations. Transportation nodes and restructuring
networks
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Third waves of transformations. Brining urban quality to the region

74



Urban regions vs cities
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Two	different	approaches	to	Spatial	Planning

Amsterdam	2040

Milan	Città di	Città
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London’s	Olympics	strategy

London’s	KINGS	CROSS	PROJECT

London’s	CROSSRAIL

81



82



83



84



85



86



87



88



89



90



91



92



93



94



95



96



97


