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Four stances in European theorie of urban planning in the twentieth century: 

  

- Functionalist 

- Humanist 

- Systemic 

- Formalist  

 

 

These four stances in European urban planning are not in themselves 

precise and internally consistent theories, but inclinations, predispositions, 

directions 

 

 



THE FUNCTIONALISM  

 

Of the four orientations, functionalism with the longest history, has been the 

most comprehensively outlined 

Its origins are in the Bauhaus and the work of Le Corbusier  

 

Its credo is the ATHENS CHARTER of the Congres Internationaux 

d’Architecture Moderne (CIAM) issued in 1993 

 

Workability and competence are its goals 

 

It is the equivalent, in urban planning, of the modern movement in 

architecture 

 

It originated in the 1920s and dominated design theory into the 1950’s, 

evolving in response to criticism and changing conditions 

 

 



THE FUNCTIONALISM  

 

Functionalism envisions the city as a collection of uses to be accomodated: 

residence, work, leisure, and the traffic systems that serve them 

 

In early functionalist thought the city was characterized as a machine, in later 

thought, as a complex organism and as a network or constellation of 

community centers linked to and directed to central core 

 

A functionalist city is equitable. It does not favor or neglect social groups 

Everyone benefits from adequate sunlight, fresh air, and access to open 

space 

 

 

 



THE FUNCTIONALISM  

 

Functionalist theory treats residence, work, and leisure as discrete elements 

 

Activities should not mix  

 

ZONING IS A KEY ELEMENT OF THE FUNCTIONALIST CITY 

 

Activities can proceed with little or no interference from other activities 

 

In functionalist urban planning, organizing functional relations in a two 

dimensional plan usually takes precedence over organizing other relations  

 

 

 

 

 



THE FUNCTIONALISM  

 

The graphic of functionalism is always based on SCHEMES and PLAN 

DRAWINGS  

 

Though functionalist theory calls for the separation of activities, in one locale, 

the heart or core of the city, these must be commingled.  

 

URBAN CENTER SHOULD ENABLE PEOPLE TO MEET ONE ANOTHER 

TO EXCHANGE IDEAS 

 

URBAN CENTER SHOULD ENGENDER CIVIC CONSCIOUSNESS  

 

Necessary to the success of the urban center is the absence of vehicular 

traffic, for the urban center is the domain of pedestrians  

 

 



THE FUNCTIONALISM  

 

Orthogonal planning characterized most functionalist urban design 

 

The quality of functionalist design depends on how competently it 

accomodates needs and activities and on how well it uses light, space and 

greenery, the ingredients of and urban plan that enhance daily experience. 

 

Open space is highly valued 

 

Historically significant buildings should be preserved for their educational 

value, but the layout of historic districts should not be the basis for planning 

contemporary towns 
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THE FUNCTIONALISM  

 

From Theory to practice  

 

 

From Functionalism to International Style/Rationalist Urban Planning 

 

 

NEW DEVELOPMENT  

 

URBAN RENEWAL   

 

 

 

 

























































































THE HUMANIST STANCE  

 

It is a collection of intentions, techniques, and design ideas offered by a 

diverse group of proponents 

 

It emerged in the 1950s and 1960s not as a new theory but as a reaction to 

the unsatisfactory results of functionalist thinking and design  

 

Among those representing humanist attitudes were the British townscape 

school, disaffected CIAM members who took the name TEAM 10 and certain 

Dutch Architects  

 

The good city is a collection of enclaves, shaped by and reflect the 

individuals and groups who inhabit the city 

 

City should not be a fait accompli but that people should specify and help to 

create what they want 

 

 

 

 



THE HUMANIST STANCE  

 

Decisions are based on users’ needs and circumstances rather than on 

concepts 

 

Decision making tends to be INCREMENTAL rather than set by a master 

plan. Its goal is to CATALYZE and NOURISH rather than to direct 

 

The humanist urban designer pays attention to small – scale elements and 

informal ordering systems, avoiding large – scale, superimposed geometries 

 

Things are made by and for people 

 

Humanist designers advocate a mixed use of the urban environment. 

Functional zoning and functional distinctions are not the norm.  

 

Activities and elements overlap and are strictly interwoven  

 

 

 



THE HUMANIST STANCE  

 

Streets are no longer for cars.  

 

Streets are domesticated and become LIVABLE places for people 

 

Humanist designers find lessons in the past and in vernacular tradition  

 

 

 























THE SYSTEMIC STANCE 

 

The systemic approach emphasizes large-scale elements of urban design 

and planning and seek and overall order for the urban environment.  

 

Systemic theories accept urbanization and increasing complexity as 

inevitable  

 

The key is the organization of the system, not of single elements 

 

Diagrammatic clarity in transportation systems 

 

Physical armature (‘support’) to which detachable units are added 

 

The city is an iinterlocked system of movement corridors and structural 

armatures supporting housing and other uses 

 

 

 



THE SYSTEMIC STANCE 

 

Overall urban ordering is necessary because of the demands of vehicular 

traffic, the dependency of modern life on communications, and the need for 

the rapid, continuous production of building elements  

 

Efficiency in transportation is achieved by separating modes of transportation  

 

Industrial aesthetic  

 

 

 

 

 



















THE SYSTEMIC STANCE 

 

Overall urban 

 

 

 

 


